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GOVERNMENT PRESS AT SHORANUR 

V ‘ t 

AN OUTLINE 


The opening of the Government Press at 
Shoranur on November 14, I9b0 heralded a 
glorious chapter in the history of the printing 
presses in Kerala. The Government Press is 
situated at an ideal place at Kulappully Road 
Junction on the Shoranur-Calicut and Shoranur- 
Palghat Trunk Roads. This imposing structure 
with its scenic background is just two miles 
from the Shoranur Railway Junction. It is 
in the vicinity of a Government Dispensary, 
a High School, a Convent, Metal Industries, 
Extension Centre, etc. The press buildings 
have been designed on modern lines in con¬ 


formity with the printing presses in western 
countries. The demand for printing require¬ 
ments increased consequent on the States re¬ 
organisation. The units then existed were 
unable to cope up with the increased Govern¬ 
ment printing orders, and hence there was the 
necessity of opening a new unit also. It is an 
accepted fact that the State of Kerala is well 
advanced in literacy and consequently there is 
the necessity of a large number of text-books 
to be printed and supplied for the school-going 
children of the State. The herculean task of 
printing and supplying the text-books in time 
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posed quite a problem to the Government 
Presses. Considering all these aspects, 
Shri K. Swaminathan, Superintendent of 
Government Presses, as soon as he took charge 
of the Department, emphasised the vital need 
of starting a new press. He submitted his 
master plan for the construction of a modern 
press at Shoranur to the Government in 1957 
and the Government sanctioned it at a cost of 
Rs. 4*4 lakhs. Shri Joseph Mundassery, the 
then Minister for Education laid the foundation 
stone of this Press on January 18, 1958. A 
short period of two years saw the completion 
of the press buildings and the press was 
declared open on November 14, I960 by 
Shri Pattom A. Thanu Pillai, the then Chief 
Minister of Kerala. 

The Government Press at Shoranur had 
to face innumerable difficulties and problems 
with its humble beginning with just two double 
crown automatic self-feeding cylinder machines 


and one automatic platen machine. In the 
years that followed, the press made rapid 
strides in the field of development. At 
present the number of machines and strength 
of the staff are as follows: 


Printing machines 
Cutting machines 
Folding machines 
Three-way Trimmers 
Wire Stitching machines 
Quantity of type 
Cost of the machinery 


... 15 

2 
3 
2 
2 

... 1,17,000 lb. 

... Rs.6,19,354-20 


The Government Press, Shoranur is divi¬ 
ded into two main branches, viz., Administra¬ 
tive and Operative with a total strength of 150 
persons at present. The Administrative branch 
consists of Accounts, Correspondence, Publica¬ 
tion, Stores, etc. Operative branch consists 
of (a) Composing, ( b ) Reading, (r) Machine, 
{d) Binding, (e) Type Store, (/) Time Office, 
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( g ) Computing, etc. In the Composing section, 
composing in four different languages, viz., 
Malayalam, English, Hindi and Tamil is being 
done. A Kannada Unit is under formation. 

The Government Press at Shoranur 
caters to the printing requirements of the various 
departments, such as the Revenue, Agriculture, 
P. W. D., Education, Labour, Police, etc. The 
printing of text-books is the main item of work 
executed here. It is in this capacity that the 
press is playing a vital part in the field of 
education in Kerala. 5,33,650 text-books were 
printed and supplied in 1961. The year 1962 
saw the printing of 6,86,000 text-books. It was 
in this press that Arabic Readers were printed 
for the first time in 1962. 

In the academic year 1963, a major portion 
of text-books running up to 26‘50 lakhs were 
printed at this Press alone and supplied suffi¬ 
ciently early. The impression struck came to 
2,18,00,000. It is estimated that 13,19,58,340 


metres of papers were used for printing text¬ 
books. The employees of the Shoranur Press 
xealised the seriousness and importance of the 
work entrusted to them and rose to the occa¬ 
sion. They worked strenuously and showed 
an excess amounting to 39,842 productive 
hours for the text-book season of 1963 alone. 

It is a fact that since the starting of this 
Press there is very little room for complaints 
regarding the supply of text-books in time. 

The quality of the work turned out in the 
Government Press, Shoranur, is not in any way 
inferior to any of the productions in other 
Government Presses. Proper steps were taken 
to ensure correctness and neatness in the 
printing of text-books at every stage. The 
keen interest evinced and the able guidance 
extended by Shri P. K. Abdulla, Secretary for 
Education, have gone a long way in the pro¬ 
gress of the text-book printing this year. The 
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visits of the Education Secretary and the 
Superintendent of Government Presses to this 
press during the time of printing text-books 
helped a great deal in maintaining the morale 
and enthusiasm of the employees during the 
printing of text-books. 

Publication Section 

A publication section is functioning in the 
press to meet the needs of the public, especially 
in the northern part of our State, for the 
Government publications. The sale of the 
publications is on the increase and it is really 
an encouraging factor. 

Technical Training 

The dearth of technically-trained personnel 
has been felt in this area. With a view to 
solve this problem, training is being given to 
a large number of persons. It is presumed 
that when expansion of the activities of this 
press takes place, plenty of technically trained 
hands will be available here. 



Arts and Recreation Club 


To escape from the prosaic, humdrum life 
led by the employees of the press amidst the 
machines, types, paper and books and to 
enable their latent histrionic talents to blossom 
forth, an Arts and Recreation Club was inaugu¬ 
rated by the Chief Minister Shri R. Sankar 
on 11th November 1962. The activities of 
the Recreation Club comprise of games like 
carroms, volley-ball, badminton, etc. The 
Recreation Club can also feel proud of a small 
library. The Club also provides musical 
instruments for developing the musical talents 
of the employees. 

Canteen 

The employees of the Government Press, 
Shoranur, experienced the difficulty of getting 
good food at a cheap rate. So they formed an 
association and took the initiative to run a 
canteen. The canteen was opened by 
Shri K. Swaminathan, Superintendent of 
Government Presses on 14th February 1963. 
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At present it is working on a sound basis. 
Shri P. K. Titus, Assistant Superintendent, is 
the Ex-Officio President. The management of 
the canteen is vested in a committee elected 
from the employees of the press. Good meals 
are served at a cheap rate of 37 naye paise 
per meal. 

Staff Quarters 

Necessary sanction for the construction of 
15 C type and 63 D type Duplex quarters 
for the employees has been issued by the 
Government. The land required for this 
purpose has already been acquired. It is 
hoped that the construction of quarters will 
materialise soon. 

Supply of Milk and Uniforms 
to Employees 

The sanction of Government has been 
’(eceived for the free supply of milk to the 
employees. Steps are being taken for imple¬ 


menting this scheme. Uniforms are given to 
the employees every year. 

General 

The development of the Press to its full 
capacity may materialise within a few years. 
Necessary steps are being taken to install line 
composing machines like Intertype or Lino¬ 
type, type casting machines like Mono super¬ 
casters, Mono-keyboard, and fully automatic 
large size folding machines, etc. A scheme for 
starting a photo off-set Litho unit in the 
Government Press at Shoranur is on the 
way. A store for storing text-books will be 
constructed at Shoranur shortly. It is the 
fervent hope that the Shoranur Government 
Press will become a full-fledged model insti¬ 
tution, so as to take up not only the entire 
printing of text-books needed for the children 
of the State, but the entire local needs in 
printing within a short period. 


Twelve 







Presenting the donation for the Defence Fund to the Chief Minister 
by Shri P. K. Titus, Asst. Superintendent 
on behalf of the employees 
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